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TO THE CURIOUS. 


Tx E intent of taking the figures of the Beaſts 


and Birds at the Ex HIBITION in the Great 


Room over Exeter Change, and at the Lyceum, 


in the Strand (by permiffion of Meſſ. Clark and 
Tennant, the proprietors), was from) private mo- 
tives of curioſity and contegipletiam on ſo ſmall 
a part of the wonderful Works of the CREATOR 
on animated nature! Being adviſed to publiſh 
them in their natural colours, with a ſhort 
deſcription thereof, for the inſpection and amuſe- 
ment of the curious, I mean to preſent them 


* 


without any exaggeration; thinking truth the 


beſt recommendation. 

And, as they may be uſeful in ſchools for the 
young artiſt to copy from (where they have not 
the opportunity to do it from nature), I propoſe 
to publiſh them in numbers, conſiſting of at leaſt 


two Figures, coloured from nature, with a 
ſhort deſcription of them, every fortnight, at 
I $, each number, as they have been, and are, 


exhibiting in London, in the years 1790 and 
1791; 
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17913 being the fineſt aemblage i in this king- 


dom, 


In the courfe of this Publication 1s intended 


to be preſented the Figures of that beauti- 


ful creature the ZEBRA; the Royar LiN- 
COLNSHIRE Ox; the HEIFER with two heads; 


the curl'd-tail LeoePARD ; the laughing Hy z na; 


the RATTLE SNAKE; with the EAI ES, 
ROYAL BIRDS, Maccaws, CockaToos, &. 
With ſtriking likeneſſes of the WHITE 
Necro Woman; Mr. CLanrk's Servant, the 
PVTBATD NEORO; and the Irrsn DwaARx, 
Fa | on UG: 


TA June I, 1797. N. BURT. 
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THE LION. 


Toy 18 creature is SSSR a ſpoken of. in 
Scripture, and 1s eſteemed the king of four- 
footed Beaſts. There were a lion and lioneſs, but 
the lioneſs is dead. The difference betwixt the 
lion and lioneſs is this: the latter hath no long 
hair about the neck, but the muzzle is more 
taper, the head flatter, and the claws leſs than 
thoſe of the lion. 
The characteriſtics of the Lion are the 
ſtrength of his limbs, the majeſty of his appear- 
ance, the dignity of his pace, the fire of his 
eyes, and the nobleneſs of his diſpoſition z he 
flights a weak enemy, but attacks a ſtrong one 
with the moſt impetuous fury. He expreſſes. 
his anger by erecting his mane, and beating his 
ſides with his tail; but his hunger and fero- 
cious temper often give way to bis genero- 


ſity: | - 


For when the gen'rous lion has in ſight 
His equal match, he rouſes for the fight: 


« But 


E 


c But when his foe lies proftrate on the plain, 
He ſheaths his paws, uncurls his angry mane, 
cc And, pleas'd'with bloodleſs honours of the day, 
& Walks over, and diſdains th' inglorious prey. 


They are natives of various countries, as of 
Aſia and Africa. The Lion, of which this is 
the figure, was brought from Algiers, in Africa, 
is about three years old, and is ſaid to be the. 

| OHNE Lion in Europe. 
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THE PELICAN 


4 = Ts a Bird alſo frequently ſpoken of in Scrip- 
Et ture; and of which as many ſtories have been 
cold as of the ſtork, ogg with much leſs 
ruth. 


This bird indifferently N freſh and Galt 


1 water, foreſts and groves; the principal things 
on which it feeds are fiſh and water inſects. 
4 It builds its neſt in the receſſes of groves, Or in 
6: | buſhy places, and then repairs to the ſea fide, 


or to rivers, in ſearch of prey; when, having 
| fed itſelf, it fills the fleſhy bag at its throat, or 
| under the beak, with proviſions to carry to its 
young, who feed from the natural ſtorehouſe with 
uncommon voraciouſneſs; and hence aroſe the 
| fable, that the Pelican feeds its young with its 
| own blood! 

For, ſays an ingenious naturaliſt, “ if ſome. 


2 5 | 5© perſon in early time, quite unacquainted with 
5 the hiſtory of the bird, ſaw her alight in the 
: W © midft of a deſert, among a brood of ravenous 
young ones, and feed them from this bag, it 


. would 


1 
er would not be unnatural for him to ſuppoſe, 
& however ſtrange the thing muſt be in itſelf, 
& that it was with her own blood ſhe fed them. 
6 Thus aroſe from a miſtake the ſtory of this 
& wonder, which plodding ignorance hath pro- 
c“ pagated through ſo many ages, and which 
c moraliſts and poets have, from the earlieſt 
& times, drawn into an emblem of paternal 
cc affection, | 

The Pelican is a native of as many various 
countries as the Lion, and of which this is the 
figure, and was brought from the Cape of Good 
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THE RHINOCEROS. 


* 


* %. 


Turs 3 Beaſt has a coat of mail, 
or bard ſkin, which is difficult to pierce with a 
ſword ; a horn projects from his noſe about two 
feet long as he grows in age; with this he tears 
up the ground, rips up the elephant, to whom 
he is a mortal enemy, pulls up trees by their 


roots, and throws large ſtones over his head to 


a great diſtance. His ſenſe of ſi melling is ſur- 
priſingly acute: when he ſcents any thing he 
purſues 1 it ina right line, and tears up every thing 
in its way; but it is one happinefs that his eyes 
are exceedingly ſmall, and fo fixed, that he can 
only ſee ſtraight forward, ſo that it is eaſy to 
avoid him by ſlipping aſide, as he is a long 
time in turning himſelf, and longer ſtill in 
getting fight again of his object. He will not, 


however, attacka man unleſs provoked, orunleſs 


he is dreſſed in ſcarlet. He feeds principally on 
ſhrubs, thiſtles, and a plant which reſembles the 
juniper, and which, from his tondneſs of it, is 


called Rhinoceros-buſh. 


They are natives of Africa and Aſia. The 
3 Rhinoceros 
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Rhinoceros of which this is the figure was 
brought from the Great Mogul's Empire, and 
was preſented to an Engliſh Nobleman by an 


Eaftern Rajah, as a rarity ſeldom to be met 
with; and his Lordſhip has cotnplimented the 


curious of his native country, by preſenting 


him to a Gentleman who has brought him home 
for their inſpection. | 

He arrived in London the 5th of June 1790, 
and was purchaſed by Mr. Clark, for a large 
ſum, for the inſpection of thoſe who admire the 
wonderful productions of the Creator on ani- 
mated nature, at one ſhilling each perſon. This 
wonderful Herculean Quadruped is ſaid to be 
more compact in his formation and ſtronger 
made than the Elephant, and that he weighs 
near a ton weight, He is now about three 


| years old, and in perfect health. 
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THE OSTRICHES. 


Tus ſtupendous Birds are natives of Bar- 
bary, and are the largeſt Birds of all the fea- 


thered tribe. The one of which this is the 
figure is upwards of eight feet high. - The 
wings are exceeding ſtrong, but they are too 
ſhort to enable him to fly, though they ſerve 
him as fails, and aſſiſt him to run with great 
expedition. The Arabs of the deſert gene- 
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rally follow the. employment of plundering 
or hunting, the latter of which is the moſt 


common, and their principal object i is the 


Oſtrich, which is there in great abundance. 
Though theſe birds are ſo large that they 
cannot fly, yet by. the fluttering of their 
wings, and the ſwift motion of their feet, 
they will for ſome time run ſo faſt that it is 
difficult even for a horſe to overtake them 
and when they find their purſuers near, they 
will throw back the ſtones and ſand on them 
with prodigious force : their gteat bulk, how- 


ever, at length tiring them out, they are 


obliged to ſubmit, when their purſuers 
quickly 
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quickly diſpatch them. It has been a gene- 
rally received opinion of the Oſtrich's laying 
its eggs in the ſand, and leaving them to be 


hatched by the ſun; notwithſtanding which 


a late author affirms that they ſit on their 
eggs like other birds, and that the male and 
female take it by turns; that they do not 
abandon their young immediately after they 
come out of the ſhell, but bring them graſs, 
and are very careful in defending them from 
danger. The notion of their digeſting iron, 
&c. is a popular error, they only taking up 
nails, or bits of iron, as hens and other fowls 
do ſmall ſtones, to aſſiſt in comminuting and 
Dr. Brooke, in his 
Natural Hiſtory, ſays, ** an Oftrich is the moſt 
« oreedy bird that is known, for it will devour 
& any thing given him; however he does not 
c digeſt iron and ſtones, as ſome have pretend- 
© ed, but voids them whole.” — There were 
three of theſe ſtupendous Birds, but there re- 


digeſting their food.” 


mains now only one; Mr. Pidcock having pur- 
chaſed two of them to exhibit in the country. 
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1 1s Figure of the Royal Lincolnſhire Ox, 

ſo called, | took in the year 1790, when he was 
the property of a Mr. John Gibbons, of Long 
Sutton, in the county of Lincoln. He was 
bred at Gedney, in the ſame county, in No- 
vember 1782; and was brought to London, 
120 Miles of the journey in a Machine drawn 
by eight horſes: was firſt, after he arrived, exhi- 
bited at the Duke of Glouceſter's riding houſe 
in Hyde Park ; was afterwards removed to the 
Lyceum 1 in the Strand, and continued to be exhi- 
bited, at one ſhilling each perſon; and a ſub- 
ſcription propoſed to have the figure of this no- 
ble animal handed down to poſterity, to be en. 
graved from a painting of a Mr. Stubbs, at half 
a Guinea each; and a ticket given to admit the 
Subſcriber and a Lady to ſee the Ox at any 
time. Mr. Gibbons, in his deſcription of him, 
ſays, “ All judges agree that he is much the 
* largeſt and fatteſt ever ſeen in England; his 
ce beef and tallow are computed to weigh 2800 
** pounds, or 350 ſtone.” Mr. Clark pur- 
chaſed him of Mr. Gibbons (for upwards of 
1204. as teported), and continued to exhibit him 
at the ſame place. This creature was remarkable 
in his feeding; he was fed principally c on corn 
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and hay; the hay was laid in a ſmall quantity 


at a time before him, and a pail of water put 


near toit; he took up the hay with his mouth and 


dipped it in the water always before he ate it! 
Mr. Clark in his hand bills ſays, ““ this ex- 
© traordinary animal meaſures nineteen hands 
© (or 6 feet 4 inches) high, and three feet four 
* inches acroſs the hips; in ſhort, this living 


* mountain of an animal ſtrikes every beholder 


* with wonder and admiration.” 
The great weight of this ſurpriſing creature, 


and the little exerciſe he had, cauſed his legs to 
bebenumbed and ſwelled a little, from which Mr. 


Clark determined to have had him killed the be- 
ginning of June, in honour of his Majeſty's birth- 
day: but as his unwillingneſs to riſe when he 
was down increaſed, and leſt he ſhould have 


declined in his health, Mr, Clark therefore 


transferred that reſpe& he intended to his Ma- 
jeſty to her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Mary, 
and accordingly he was killed on the 20th of 
April, about a fortnight before which Mr. Pid- 


cock purchaſed>of. Mr. Clark one half of the 


profits ariſing while living, and when dead (at 
504, as reported). The beef of this ſurpriſing 


Ox was, as may be imagined, exceedingly fat 


and rich, inſomuch that it did not ſtiffen; but, 
from experience, I know it took ſalt very well. 
The weight of the carcaſe, Mr. Pidcock informed 
me, to the beſt of his knowledge, was about 
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THE CONDOR. 


Tus Bird, as deſcribed by the proprietors, 
is, a Braſilian Condor of a prodigious ex- 
ce tent of wing, a moſt ravenous Bird, and 
« a great deſtroyer of young cattle :” therefore, 


I preſume, I ſhall be excuſed for publiſhing 


him in his natural attitude as a bird of prey; 
though he is very conſpicuous in the exhibition 
by his bare neck and colour. Whether he is a 
Condor, or any other of the Eagle or Vulture 
ſpecies, I do not take upon me to determine. He 
is very probably a native of South America, and 


that part called Braſil. But I am not attempt- 


ing to write a Natural Hiſtory of theſe Beaſts 
and Birds, &c. only to preſent the figures of 
them, with ſuch a deſcription as I may have 


obtained from the different authors that I have. 


peruſed, There are many animals they call 
non-deſcript;. therefore I can give no other 
deſcription of them than what I have from the 
Proprietors, or as they appear to me. 
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"_ 8 Beaſt i is i fad t to ) be * CF 8 . 5 
it is ſo nimble and active, that the Poets have 
repreſented it generated by the. Wind.“ The 
Tiger of which this is the figure was brought 
from China, in the Pitt Indiaman, Capt. 
and is now in the Royal Menagerie at the Tower. 
The Chineſe Tiger exceeds moſt others both in 
fize and fierceneſs; in the Mogul Court they 
ſhew combats between Men and Tigers for 
ſport. Charles Theodore Middleton, Eſq; in 
his New and Complete Syſtem of Geography 
(from which I have made ſome quotations), ſays, 
<« The manner of one of theſe fights, which 
was exhibited at Agra (when the Moguls 
* kept their court there), with reſpe& to the 
Tiger, is thus deſcribed. A Tiger was then 
© brought to the ring, which was encountered 
by a very ſtrong man; but the Tiger was fo 
active, that he ſuddenly leaped on his anta- 
** goniſt, and tore him to pieces. 

* A very ſmall perſon then' engaged the 
Tiger, and at the firſt encounter cut off both 
his fore feet, which obliged him to fall; he 
then purſued his efforts, and ſoon killed him. 
On this the King calling to him, aſked his 
> D ce name; 
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4 name; to which he anſwered, Geiby: the 
6 King then ordered one of his ſervants to 
6. carry him a cloth of gold, who, when he 
« delivered it to him, faid; Geiby, receive 
& this coat, which the Mogul of his bounty 
5 hath ſent, The conqueror received the 
&© coat with great humility, kiſſed it ſeven 
ce times, and ifterwards holding it up, prayed 
de to himſelf for the Mogul's proſperity; which 
7e done, he cried aloud, God grant the Mogul 
8 grow as great as Tamerlane, from whom 
& he is derived; may be live ſeven hundred 


05 years, and his generation .continne for ever, 


« After he had thus exprefſed himſelf, he wag 


% conducted by an eunuch to the king, who, 


« on his going away, faid, Be praiſed, Geiby 
« Chan, for your heroic exploits ; this name 
« you ſhall keep for ever; I am your fayoury 


L able lord, and you my vaſſal.“ 8 
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THE EAGLE OF THE, SUN. 


Tu, x Eagle of which this is the "TTY is called 


the Eagle of the Sun, and was a preſent from 
General O'Hara at Gibraltar to His: Royal 
Highneſs the Prince, of Wales, They are ſaid 


to be the ſwifteſt, ſtrongeſt, and largeſt, amongſt. 


birds of prey; its eyes are ſo;{trong, that it can 
look at the Sun without being dazzled. In a 


pamphlet, publiſhed 1 in the year 1784, and ſold 


at the Tones of 1 its curioſities, i 15 the; following: 
account. 2th. An Eagle. of the San, taken, 


© ina F ron prize. by Admir al Boſcawen, and, 


& by him preſented to his late Majeſty. This 


« bird is ſuppoſed to ſoar the higheſt of all the, 


* feathered tribe; and is able to look ſtead» 
faſtly at the Sun, even in his moſt refulgent 
e ſplendor ; whence it obtained the name by. 
* which that ſpecies of Eagles is diſtinguiſhed, 
They are ſaid, as ſoon as they hatch, to. turn 
© the heads of their young to the eaſtern Sun; 
and if they cannot bear the light and heat, 
they ſpurn them from the neſt as a ſpurious 


race. Agreeable to this is that beautiful 
5 fimile in Dryden, 


4 So when Jove's bird on ſome tall cedar's head 
. Has a NEW race of generous Eagles bred; 
' * OY 


831K 


8 mts N 
jk I . 3 3 
— — — 2 — — - - r- 
Iran —— wort np rg catenin Gs nw os AE 4 LES. rt ts 
. v 3 — 1 


— * 
— — + 
— TOS I CE tot los 


n PP * 
CER wm nm” l * . 
- _ * 


5 
SR. ALLELES 


—— 


— — 
VT 
- — 
— — Wan 
FI... 
75 — —— 
— 


© — — 
— _ r 
— — — . 


0 * 1 


e While yet implum'd within the neſt they lie, 
« Wary ſhe turns them to the eaſtern ſky; 
* Thenif unequal to the God of W... 
« Abalh'd'th:y ſhrink, and ſhun the potent ray; . 
4 She ſpurns em forth, and caſts them quite away. 
7 But if with daring eye unmov'd they gaze, 

« Withſtand the light, and bear the Sa blaze, 
« Tender ſhe broods them with a parent's love, 
« The future ſervants of her maſter Jove. 


1 Lambs, hares, fawns, pheaſants, and even 
4 kids, are the ordinary food with which theſe 
* birds bring up'their young ; and. in. the re- 
e moteſt parts of France, if we may credit 
4 travellers, a gentleman who happens to have 
* an Fagle's neſt or two on his eſtate,” thinks 
e them equivalent to a good farm's rent. The 
c game that the Eagles bring home to their 
re young ſerve. both the Eaglets and the fa- 
* mily.” What countries theſe birds are moſt 
frequent in, I know not; but being on the 
coaſt of Africa under one of the greateſt Naval 
Commanders this country has now to boaſt of 

(at Cape Coaſt), amongſt other curiofities he 
was preſented with an Eagle of the Sun, whoſe 
form and plumage was much like this now in 
the Royal Menagerie at the Tower. 
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THE ZEBRA. 


Tais beautiful creature was bred in the Queen 
of Portugal's Menagerie at Liſhon, and is re- 
markably ſtriped with three different variegated 
colours, as delineated, and is quite another va- 
riety to that which our Queen had about twenty” 
years fince, His head reſembles a fine' Horſe, 
his body ſomething like a Mule, but ſeems to 
be a diſtinct ſpecies of itſelf, different to either 
the Horſe, Aſs, or Mule; in ſhort, the diſtin- 
guiſhed works of the creation” are wonderfully 
diſplayed in the beauty and elegance of this ex- 
traordinary animal. He is ſo gentle that any 
perſon may ſtroke him with ſafety. Charles 
Theodore Middleton, Eſq. in his New and 
Complete Syſtem of Geography, printed for 
J. Cook, No. 17, Paternoſter-Row, deſcribes 
him ** to bear a greater affinity in ſhape and 
e make to the Horſe than the Aſs, Indeed the 
56 ears are ſomething like thoſe of the latter 
* animal, but jn all other reſpects it has a 
much more noble appearance, It is ad- 
mirably well made, exceeding lively, and fo 
extremely ſwift, that it throws almoſt every 
* purſyer at a diſtance. It has fine legs, a 

| LE ce tufted 


ce 
0 


E Þ 
tufted tail, round fleſhy haunches, and a 
& ſmooth ſkin. The females are white and 
e black, and the males white and brown. 
« Theſe colours are placed alternately in the 
* moſt beautiful ſtripes, and are parallel, diſ- 
& tint, and narrow. The whole animal is 
&« ſtreaked in this admirable manner, fo as to 
&« appear to the diſtant beholder as if curiouſly 
& covered with ribbons. Moſt naturaliſts af- 
“ firm, that the Zebra never can be tamed; 
% that which was preſented to her preſent Ma- 
« jeſty, and kept ſeveral years at the ſtables 
« near Buckingham Gate, continued vicious 
66 till its death though it was brought over 
« young, and every poſſible means uſed to 
render it tractable: it fed upon hay, and the 
6e noiſe it made did not in the leaſt reſemble 
* the braying of an Aſs, but rather the . 
& of a maſtiff dog,” | 
Mr. Clarke . the preſent one at a 
large ſum, and the feeder informs me that the 
noiſe he makes is more like the ſound of a poſt- 
man's horn than any other, 
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THE CASSO WAR. 


Tax Caſſowar is the next in ſize to the Oſ- 
trich, and like him cannot fly. A French au- 
thor informs me this bird was never ſeen in 
Europe till the year 1597, as no author either 
of the ancients or moderns hath ſpoken of it till 
that time. The Hollanders brought one at the 
return of their firſt voyage from India; it was 
given them as a rarity by a Prince of the Iſle of 
Java. The plumage is ſingular, being nearly 
black, and reſembling hair nearly as much as 
feathers without clofe inſpection; two long tubes 
or branches proceeding from a ſhort ſtem, which 
is faſtened to the ſkin; the wing is ſo little that 
it does not appear, being quite hid under e 

feathers. of the back, except five black quills 
which proceed from each wing, and nearly re- 
ſemble thoſe of a Porcupine. That deſcribed 
by Mr. White, which was ſhot at Botany Bay, 
or New South Wales, is nearly the ſame, viz. 
That it has two quills with their web ariſing 


t out of one ſhaft; it has a horny ſubſtance or 
e appendage on the top of the head, and the 


& feathers look more like hairs than feathers ; 


the ſmall wings which ſerve it in running 


(for it cannot fly), in which are five quills: 
be it 
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ce it is faid they have no gizzard or ſecond 
& ſtomach, and the liver not bigger than that 
6 of a Blackbird (or at leaſt this was the caſe 


56 of the one ſhot in New Holland), and that 
& the crop or ſtomach was filled with at leaſt fix 


© or ſeven pounds of graſs, flowers, and a few 


c berries and ſeeds.” The one of which this is 


the figure was brought from the Iſle of Java, and 


was principally fed with bread ſoaked in water. 
Mr. Pidcock informed me he was in poſſeſſion 
of one ſome years fince that lay three eggs 
while he had it, one of which preſerved he 
ſhewed me; it was of a blue colour, with dark 


ſpecks, and ſomething bigger than a Swan's 
2555 | oo | 
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THE BLACK AND WHITE NEOGRO. 


Tarts phenomenon in human nature is a ſubject 
too great for my capacity to give a reaſonable 
definition of, or to account for this wonderful ef- 
fect, otherwiſe than it is the pleaſure of the Om- 
nipotent, whoſe wiſdom and works arc greater 
than us finite creatures can conceive. In re- 
ſpect to negroes in general, my friend Middleton 
has made the following obſervations and quo- 
tations, viz. Before we conclude our account 
*« of Africa, we ſhall mention a few. ſupple» 


* mentary circumſtances relative, in the firſt 
* place, to what hath been the opinions of the 


„ learned concerning the cauſes of a difference 
of complexion in mankind ; as this ſeems ne- 
e cefſary here, ſince the greateſt part of the 
inhabitants of this quarter of the globe are 
6 Blacks. 


* 


„ With reſpect to the deep black, which 


ce tinges the complexions of Negroes, a learned 
author ſays, the cauſe of this ſingularity has 
* been the ſubject of much inquiry, which hath 
« given riſe to a variety of ſyſtems. Some 
have abſurdly ſuppoſed that the Negroes, be- 

* ing the deſcendants of Cain, have had this 
F cc mark 
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mark of infamy ſtamped upon them, as a pu- 


niſhment for the fratricide of their anceſtors, 
If it were fo, it mult be allowed that his poſ- 
terity have made a ſevere atonement for his 
crime; and that the deſcendants of the paci- 
fic Abel have thoroughly avenged the blood 


of their innocent father. But, waving the diſ- 


cuſſion of ſuch ridiculous fancies, let us en- 


quire, whether it is poſſible that the Negroes 


ſhould derive their colour from the climate 
they inhabit? Some philoſophers and eminent 
naturaliſts are of this opinion. There are no 
Negroes, ſay they, but in the hotteſt coun- 


tries. Their colour becomes darker the 


nearer they approach to the equator. It be- 
comes lighter, or more bright, at the extremi- 
ties of the torrid zone. The whole human 
ſpecies, in general, contract whiteneſs from 
the ſnow, and grow tanned in the ſun. Vari- 
ous ſhades may be obſerved from white to. 
black, and from black to white, marked out, 


as it were, by the parallel degrees which cut 


the earth from the equator to the poles. 


If the zones, imagined by the inventors of 
the ſphere, were repreſented by real bands, 
one might perceive the jetty colour of the na- 


tives inſenſibly decreaſe to the right and left 
as far as the two tropics; from thence the 
brown colour of the inhabitants grows paler 
and brighter to the polar circles, by ſhades 
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of white, by becoming more brilliant, 
it is ſome what remarkable that Nature, which 
hath laviſhed the brightneſs of the moſt beau- 


— 


* 
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te tiful colours on the {kin and plumage of ani- 


* mals, and on vegetables and metals, ſhould, 
62 properly ſpeaking, have left men without co- 
lour; fince black and white are nothing but 
„ the beginning and abſence, of all colours. 
* Whatever be the original cauſe of that va- 
ny riety of complexion in the human ſpecies, it 
« is agreed, that this complexion is owing to a 
* gelatinous ſubſtance, that is lodged between 
ce the cuticle and the ſkin. This ſubſtance is 
blackiſh in Negroes, brown in olive- coloured 
« or ſwarthy people, white in Europeans, and 
diverſified with reddiſh ſpots in thoſe who 
have extremely light or red hair.” The 

youth, of which this is the portrait, was born on 


* 


o 


A 


e 


c 


the iſland of Jamaica, his imputed parents both 


blacks; he is an indented ſervant to Mr. Clarke, 


is about eighteen years of age, and cannot be 
ſaid to be black or white, as he has a mixture of 


both. 


—— — 


THE SILVER-HEADED EAGLE. 


Tus Eagle is a native of North America, and 
is called the Suyer-headed Eagle from his having 


a white 
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a white head, the other part of his plumage being 
nearly black. I am informed that they live 


principally on reptiles, young quadrupeds, and 
the feathered tribe: as the Omnipotent has not 
created any thing in vain; and undoubtedly the 
one part of the creation ſubſiſt by, and on the 
other; and in thoſe wilderneſs countries there is 
great abundance, there being leis of the human 
ſpecies to annoy or deſtroy them. 

As my knowledge of natural hiſtory is inſuf- 
ficient to give any other deſcription of him, 
therefore, I preſume, I ſhall be excuſed for this 
ſhort one; and in preſenting him. in his natural 
attitude as a bird of prey. He is to be ſeen at 
the Exhibition in the Great Room over Exeter 


Change. 
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THE RATTLE-SNAKE. 


Tun Snake of which this is the figure was 
brought here alive (in a box, the upper part ſe- 
cured with wire), and purchaſed by Mr. Clarke, 
and exhibited with his other Curioſities in the 
Great Room over Exeter Change. In a hiſtory 
I have of North America, wrote about thirty 
years ſince, the author makes the following ob- 
ſervations; viz. ** When the Engliſh firſt took 
poſſeſſion « of the country it abounded with great 
* numbers of venomous animals and vermin, as 
ce is common in wilderneſſes and places over- 
«© grown with woods ; -but the ground being 
© now pretty well cleared, thoſe animals are ſel- 
«© dom ſeen: the moſt noted and dangerous is 
ce the Rattle-ſnake, which is four or five feet 
ce long, and has a rattle conſiſting of about 
ce twenty looſe rings in its tail, with which it 
makes a noiſe for aſſiſtance, when it appre- 
ce hends itſelf in danger; ſo that they who attack 
* one muſt have a care that they are not bit by 
“ another at the ſame time. "Theſe Rattle- 
% ſnakes are not ſo much afraid of a man as 
* others of the ſame ſpecies ; their venom is ſaid 
to lie in a bag in the hollow of a forked tooth, 
G : cc. which 
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which breaks when they bite, and infuſes ſo 
* much poiſon into the wound as proves mortal 
in a few hours, if not remedied. They are 
flow in their motion, and, curling their bodies 
* up, with their heads in the middle, throw 
* themſelves out at length when they bite the 
© object of their indignation.” The above de- 
ſcription I have had confirmed by the native 
Americans, with the add tion of an herb that 
grows there, and is as common as thoſe reptiles, 
which by a prefent application extracts the poi- 
ſon, and performs a cure, This herb is called, 
the Herb Robin; from which it is obſervable, 
that though the great Creator of all things has 
been pleated to place theſe ith many others of 
a like venomous nature, he has been pleaſed allo, 
by inſtinct, to point out, or make known, a re- 
medy; and to man, from obſervation and expe- 
rience, a knowledge is given to extract the fatal 
effects, which otherwife would take place (if 
judiciouſly applied), of poiſons both externally 
and internally, 

Gen. i. 31.—* And God faw every thing that 
* he had made, and behold it was very good.“ 

A modern author ſays, © The rattle at the 
end of the tail is formed by looſe horny joints, 
« and varying in number from eight even to 
+ ſeventy, and they are ſaid to grow to more 
than ten feet long. 
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This ſnake is common in the hilly unculti- 
vated parts of North America; moves flow ; 


viviparous, and brings forth in June about 
twelve young ones: when. provoked, ſhakes 


the rattle at the end of the tail, making a noiſe 


with it like that of a ſpinning-wheel, When 
its bite is in the fleſh only, it is cured by 
cutting out the part, or ſucking the wound : 

but if in a vein or artery, it is immediate 


death. Its power to faſcinite with its eyes 


both birds and ſmall quadrupeds, cauſing them 
to run Into its mouth, is ue aſſerted 
and believed i in n neee 8 


S * 


THE SEGATAIR; * 


"Fa Is curious Bird is a native of the Eaſt, and 
differs from the reſt of the Eagle ſpecies : he has 
long legs as delineated ; he is a very bold bird, 
and when they let or turn hjm out of his pen 
(for theſe large birds are kept moſtly 1 in ſepa- 
rate apartments), he walks the room in a pleaſing 
attitude, infſomuch that the perſon who deſcribes 
them often ſays that he walks like a dancing- 


maſter ; - 


PL. 

maſter ; but I think more like a ſoldier, for he 
walks boldly, and ſteps with greatpropriety. They 
inform you, that in his native country he is a 
great devourer of reptiles, inſtead of which they 
fubſtitute eels, to ſhew the company how he per- 
forms this native buſineſs. They tie a ſtring to 
the eel's tail, and lay it down in the room; on 
its moving, or being moved, on his getting fight 
of it, he riſes his creft and wings, as delineated, 
and ſtrikes it with his talons on the head, kills, 
and then eats it, if permitted. The eye of this 
bird is very remarkable or uncommon, the upper 
eye-laſh being furniſhed with fine feathers or 
hair, projecting as in the human ſpecies. 
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THE WHITE NEGRO WOMAN. 


Tais fingular phenomenon in our ſpecies I 
ſaw not till the year 1790, though ſhe has been 
exhibited in England near forty years. On my 
entering the room ſhe aſked if it was agreeable 


for her to repeat a few lines: ? With my conſent 


ſhe proceeded thus ; 


ec In me you ſee the Almighty's wondrous Power, 
& Who works new wonders each ſucceeding hour, 
e Who calms the ſeas, and bids the tempeſt roar ; 
c Darts down his fiery flaſhes from on high, 
« Who rolls loud peals of thunder from the {ky ; 
« His potent arm can all things overthrow, 
« And cruſh the world to nothing at one blow; 
« Make nature change her courſe whene'er he lift, 
« Or from black parents, how could I exiſt? 
« My noſe, my lips, my features all explore, 
The juſt reſemblance of a Blackamoor; 
& And on my head the Silyer-colour'd wool, 
0 Gives further demonſtration clear and full. 
« This curious age may with amazement view 
« What after ages won't believe is true.“ 


* 


She alſo informed me ſhe was born at or near 


Kingſton on the Iſland of Jamacia z that her pa- 
H l rents 
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rents were remarkably black; that her mother 
was a houſe ſlave to a Mr. Clark, who ſent her 
as a preſent to his ſon, Samuel Clark, Eſq. of 
the Temple, in London, when but nine years of 
age, who ſold her to Meſſrs. Bennett and Croſs, 
who exhibited her in Caſtle Street, near Hem- 
ming's Row, King's Mews, and then in various 
parts of England: and being at Exeter ſhe was 
there baptized, and then looked on herfelf as 
free; and, by the encouragement of ſome of the 
people of fortune there, ſhe left them, and ex- 
hibited hertelf till ſhe married an Engliſhman, 
by whom ſhe has had fix children: the youtgeft 
was about ten months old, which ſhe then ſuckled; 
they are all Mulattoes: ſhe was then fifty-one 
years of age. I acknowledge to have heard 
reaſons advanced by travellers for this extraor- 
dinary effect, which with me had but little weight. 
I have been ſome hundred leagues down the 
cCoaſt of Africa, on the continent of America, and 
ſome of the iſlands in the Weſt Indies, but never 
ſaw a ſimilar inſtance, 
A late author, ſpeaking of Congo, « or Lower 
Guinea, ſays, There is one circumſtance here 
«« relative to the birth of children that is very re- 
* markable. Though both parties are negroes; 
« yet ſometimes it happens that the offspring is 
& very different in colour to that of its parents. 
„ 'Theſe at a diſtance greatly reſemble Euro- 
% pEam woommmne = Children of this nature are 
66 called 
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called by the natives dondos, and arealways pre- 
* ſented to the king a few days after they are 
« born, They are brought up in the court, and. 
* always attend his perſon: - they are held 
* in ſuch high eſteem by the king, that no per- 
“ ſon whatever dare offend them; and if they go 
<* to the markets they have the liberty 0 of taking 
& ſuch articles as they think proper, without 
5 controul,” 


* 


THE ROYAL OR CROWN BIRD. 


Fans bird is a native of Africa, and is found 
on the Gold Coaſt, and is thought to be more 
beautiful there than thoſe in other parts of Gui- 
nea. They are about the ſize of the Numidian Dam- 
ſel (a bird fo called), and “ they receive their 
name from a large tuft'thatgrowsontheir heads, 
* ſome of which are red, others blue, and ſome 
« of a ſhining gold. Their bodies are chiefly 
„ covered with black feathers ; the fides of their 
< heads are beautified with purple ſpots ; and 
* the feathers of the wings and tail are of different 
colours, as red, yellow, white, and black. Their 


**© tails are very long, and the negroes pluck the 
e feathers 


8 


N NY 
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« feathers to ornament their heads.” For this 

quotation, as alſo the former, I acknowledge my- 

ſelf indebted to Charles Theodore Middleton. 
The bird of which this is the delineation (for 
there are two of them) is the property of Mr. 
Clarke, and is to be ſeen alive,' at his Mena- 
| gerie over Exeter Change. | 
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THE BLACK BEAR. 


Taz Bear of which this is the figure is the 
property of the Duke of Northumberland, and 
is kept near Sion Houſe, or, was when I ſaw her 
(for it is a female) a few months ſince. I was 
informed ſhe'was brought from Canada in North 
America; and I think a very fine (EN 82 almoſt 
ſaid a handſome) beaſt of the kind. 
The Bear is by ſome reckoned of Gian cat lad: 

but for what reaſon it is hard to ſay, unleſs it is 
for their agility in climbing: trees. An Ameri- 


can informed me that one of theſe bears once 
came to a plantation where. the houſe and chi 


dren, &c. were left to the Care of the mother, 
While the father and ſeryants vere at work abroad, 

and that they uſually have a horn to ſound in 
caſe of any ſurpriſe or attack, as well as to give 
notice when they are to come to their meals. 
A young child being near the houſe, the bear took 
it up and marched off with it; the dog (as they uſu- 
ally keep ſuch faithful or ſagacious animals) gave 
the alarm; the mother, looking out juſt in time 
to ſee the bear marching off with her child, in her 
ſurpriſe and parental affection, caught up the 
broom, ran after him, and overtook him: 
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at the riſk of her own life ſhe gave him a blow 
behind on his turning he let the child fall, and 
the dog worrying him at the ſame time, the mo- 
ther caught up the child, ran back with it, and 
ſounded the horn; the huſband and men hearing 
the alarm, haſtened to know the caute, and were 
in time to purſue the bear, and found he had 
climbed up a large tree, where they ſhot him. 
There are three ſpecies of bears commonly 
known or ſeen in this country, viz. The black 
of America; the brown of Ruſſia; and the white 
or polar from Greenland, one of which is now to 
be ſeen in the Tower. This laſt is ſometimes 
“fo ſtimulated with hunger, that he frequently 
« yentures to attack whole armed crews, and 
“ has been known to take to the water, and 
ce attempt to board large veſſels.” The black 
bear very ſeldom attacks 4 man unleſs he finds 
him aſlcep. 

They are a very treacherous animal, 
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TIIE IMPERIAL, VULTURE. 


T. E bird of which this is the figure was 
brought from Vienna. The word imperial, I pre- 
ſume, is given him becauſe he was brought from 
the Emperor of Germany's dominions. He is a 
very young bird, although when his wings are 
extended he meaſures eight feet; and it is ſaid 
that the Emperor has had one in his Menagerie 
forty years, and that he meaſures 00 feet 
when extended | His food i in his wild ftate is the 
ſame as other vultures, being a bird of prey : he 

is ſaid to be the only ſpecies of this variety 
brought into this country, and is the property of 
Mr Clarke, and to be ſeen alive at his Mena- 


gerie over Exeter 'Change. 


The Mandrin Duck and Drake, of which I 
propoſed to preſent the figures in this number, 
are very curious in their plumage, though in this 
country more generally known. Therefore, I 
preſume, I ſhall be excuſed for altering or chang- 
ing my intention in preſenting. them. Thoſe 
birds were by the late Duke of Northumberland 
purchaſed of Mr. Brooks, at his Menagerie in 


the New Road, Tottenham Court, and were the 
. firſt 


—— 34 — rs 


— — — e ray 


firſt pair of Mandrin Ducks which have bred in 
any of the Menageries in England for ſome 
years; though I well remember my friend Brooks 


mentioned to me, that a Dutch Gentleman at 


Baccus Haguon, near the Hague, in one ſeaſon 
bred upwards of half a ſcore: indeed, the Dutch 
excel in every thing relative to birds; they 


breed more varieties, they keep them alive 


longer, and in ſhort they are more attentive to 


them, than the Engliſh. 
A particular deſcription of theſe birds may 


be found in Edwards's book of birds, 
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1 AN informed, was born at Kinſale, in the 


kingdom of Ireland. I never ſaw him till the 
year 1791; he then informed me that he mea- 
ſured as he ſtood eight feet and four inches. 
I faw him three times only. though L underſtood 


he ſuſpected the intention of my viſits was to 


delineate his figure.” His countenance indicates 
2 good deal of freedom and eaſe. _ 

T have ſeen four of theſe Prodigies i in nate 
T he firſt was 4 Mr. Henry Blaker, the Britiſh 


Giant, Bort near Cuckfield, in the county of 


Suſſex, in the year 1724. I knew him a ſervant 
to a Mr. John Dennett, yeoman, at Blaxton, 

near Henfield, in the fame county, Akterwalds 
in the year 1751, he exhibited himſelf in Lon- 
don, &c. He was ſald to be the talleſt man 


ever exhibited in England, meafuring ſeven feet 


and four inches (only.) The next was a Mr. 
Longmore, who exhibited himfelf in London, 
&c. about the year 1770. I cannot retain his 
height or age, He was a native of the Princi- 
| 8 2 
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pality of Wales; and, ſpending the evening with 
him, I found him to be a man of extenſive know- 


ledge, and agreeable converſation, The laſt 
was a Mr. Thomas Fanton, born in the pariſh of 
Omagh, in the county of Tyrone, in the king- 


dom of Ireland; and with him, as a contraſt, 
was a Mr. Jeremiah Davies, a Welch Dwarf, 
about three feet high, and well proportioned; 
and a Miſs Polly Pinmont, not much taller, 
about 21 years of age, and. a great deal of viva- 
city: ſhe informed me ſhe was born at Tiverton 
in Devonſhire. I drew the portraits of theſe 


three at full length. 


The other figure is the portrait of 
Mr, PETER DAVIES, the IRISH DWARF. 


He meaſures three feet fix inches high, and 
four feet round the breaft, (they are delineated 
in the proportion of an inch to a foot); he 
weighs thirteen ſtone, has lifted two men from 
the ground at once, weighing 2x ſtone each; 
and though he has a ſmall hand in proportion 
to his body, I have feen him ſpan from his knee 
to his great toe. He informed me he was born 
at Newportprat, in the county of Mayo, in the 
kingdom of Ireland ; is 36 years of age. 
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THE HEIFER WITH TWO HEADS. 


Et] F 4 


This ſingular phænomenon cauſed a great num- 
ber of the farmers and others to come to fee it, 
and it being a cuſtom in that county to aſk ſuch 


viſitors to drink ſome cyder, and eat ſome bread ; 


and cheeſe, the farmer being a generous man, 


and his viſitors, attracted by curioſity, ſo nume- 


rous, that in three weeks time he gave away (as 


I am informed by a gentleman) 336 gallons of 
cyder, and bread and cheeſe in proportion. He 
then ſold it to a Mr. Meek for five guineas, 


who exhibited it in many parts of England, and 
_ accumulated a fortune thereby; and ſold her to 
a Doctor Barrow, who ſold her again to Mr. 


Pidcock, who exhibited her at the Lyceum in 
the Strand in the year 1791. It is ee 8 


laſt purchaſe was 1504. 


I think 1 1 now fulfilled my intentions 
with the public; and hope I ſhall be excuſed 
TE | for 


Trrs Heifer was bred by a Mr. Benjamin. 
Penny, of Shire, now of Court Hill, in the pariſn 
of Bradford, in the county of Worceſter, yeoman. 
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for preſenting thoſe prodigies i in human nature, 


and omitting Mr. Clark's two beautiful creatures, 
the curl-tailed Leopards, the laughing Hyena, 


the Golden Vulture, Maccaws, Cockatoos, &c. 


&c. &c. there being near four hundred in num- 
bats 

I ſhall only further obſerve, that theſe are a 
very ſmall part of the great variety of the won- 


derful works of the OM NIPOTEN T, who created 


all things both viſible and inviſible; and not the 


Creator only, but the Preſerver alſo. 


Acis xvii. 28. For ig him we live, and move, 
„ and have 0 our being.” 


